[image: image1.jpg]


          Greg Blount's Workshops

“Growing up with three brothers, I can appreciate the challenge 

to have boys write a story – this workshop hooks boys in and 

demystifies the writing process - Hooray!!!”  

Mishelle Pitter-Adlam, Burnt Elm School, Brampton

       As a former teacher, and professional storyteller, writer, and 

       workshop leader for more than 25 years, my focus is on the joy of   

                                             reading, writing and storytelling. Expect to have fun while you learn.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Writing Great Stories

The objective of this introductory presentation is to give students a sense of how stories work,  so when they read or hear a great story, they can understand how it was constructed, and why it works.  Additionally, students will be taught a fun, practical step-by-step process they can use to make up their own stories. 

With older students, I begin with the challenging proposition that storywriters are, in fact, troublemakers.  This is followed by a dynamic discussion of classic story structure including an example involving the structure of jokes.   Having imparted a visceral feeling of the way stories work, I read one of my own stories and we analyze it in terms of the earlier discussion.

With the time that is left we begin construction of an original story as a group using what I call the "Inquiry Method".  This method incorporates and therefore teaches about the various parts of a story and how they interconnect.

Note: For Grades 1 & 2 the workshop is modified to "illustrate" the parts of a story.

Follow-Up Activities

A teacher's guide will be supplied so the process introduced in the talk can be explored in the classroom.  Follow-up workshops are available, and can be customized to your school’s objectives.  (A classroom is best for this activity.  Students will need pen or pencil, and paper)

Storytelling

The objective of this introductory presentation is to give the students sound practical techniques for selecting a story and developing a finished presentation.  I also hope to "free them up" so their innate talents can shine and they feel the pure joy of storytelling. 

We begin with a discussion of what storytelling is, story selection, and how one analyses a story for mood, style, the target audience, etc.  Then we briefly move on to discuss the tools of the storyteller (voice, facial expressions, body illustration, etc.), and to discuss how one selects which ones to use, and how to use them with any particular story.

Then I tell them a story, and we discuss it in terms of the choices I made.

Finally, the group experiments with a sample story (usually a picture book).  As a group we discuss the "type" of story it is, what tools are appropriate, and how they can be used.  (It is made clear that different storytellers may make different "right" choices.)  Then we collectively tell the story in a supportive, helpful format.

Follow-up Activities

A teacher's guide will be supplied so the process introduced in the talk can be explored in the classroom.  Follow-up workshops are available and can be customized to your school’s objectives. (A classroom or closed library with space for three groups of 8-12 students to sit in circles is required.)

Comments

“Wow!!  Both the students and the teachers found the workshops thoroughly inspirational."

Hiloni Zage, David Leader Middle School, Mississauga

"We've really loved the Workshops.  You totally captured the kids."

Tammy Friesen, Valley Park Middle School, Don Mills

"Fabulous job! A pivotal moment in teaching creative writing!"
Grade 4 teacher, Herb Campbell School, Inglewood

Scheduling Workshops

Two types of Sessions are offered - Introductory Presentations and Follow-up Workshops

The introductory presentations are 30 minutes long and suitable for groups of up to 125 children or 4 classes.  They are available for grades 1 through 8.  They are best held in a library or gymnasium with the students sitting on the floor.  

The follow-up workshops are 40 -50 minutes long and suitable for class-sized groups.  In these, the students individually explore the methods introduced in the introductory presentation. Sorry, follow-up workshops are not available for Grades 1 and 2.
Presentations must be batched within the AM or the PM portion of the school day if possible.

There is a 6-session maximum for any given day.

Allow at least 5 minutes between sessions for students to leave and enter the presentation area or for me to travel between rooms.

Groups may consist of single grades, or may be batched as follows:

Grades  (1,2) (1,2,3) (2,3) (3,4) (3,4,5) (4,5) (4,5,6) (5,6) (6,7) (6,7,8) (7,8)

You might book the Complete Package with the Writing Introductory Presentation and Follow-up Workshops followed a week or two later by the Storytelling Introductory Presentation and Follow-up Workshops.  Within a week or two, the students should be ready for a Literary Festival where they tell their own original stories.

Customization:  Workshops can be customized to your goals or themes.  Previous suggestions include Writing Workshops about heroes, or boy stories, and Storytelling Workshops using picture books…

Some Schools that have Hosted Greg's Workshops

Glen Dhu, Whitby; St. Mary, Listowel; Valley Park, Don Mills; Wells Street, Aurora; St. Mary, Brampton; 

David Leader Middle, Mississauga; Stella Maris, Toronto; Castlebridge, Mississauga; Laurelwoods, Orangeville; 

Thorah Central, Beaverton; St. John Vianney, Rexdale; St. Roch, Weston; Burnt Elm, Brampton, Bedford Park, Toronto; 

Lester B. Pearson School for the Arts, London; Herb Campbell, Inglewood; Elia Middle, Toronto; The Country Day School, King; 

McKenzie Smith Bennett, Acton; Jesse Ketchum, Toronto; Huntington Ridge, Mississauga; Agnes Taylor, Brampton; 

Fieldstone Day School, Toronto; Burnhamthorpe, Mississauga; Mother Teresa, Markham; Mount Hope, Mount Hope; 

George Kennedy, Georgetown; Centennial Road, West Hill; Earnscliffe School for the Arts, Brampton; A. E. Duffield, London;

West Bayfield, Barrie; Havergal College, Toronto; Holy Name of Mary, Ancaster; Centennial Sr.Public, Brampton; 

Regina Mundi, Toronto; St Michael’s, Dunnville; St. Cornelius, Caledon East; Plum Tree Park, Mississauga; Oliver M.Smith, Ohsweken  

To design and reserve your program go to Online Booking, call 

Greg at 1 905 634 8740 or e-mail mailto:gregblount2@gmail.com
Workshop Pricing


3 Sessions


$275.00 plus mileage


Additional sessions $50.00 each


(Introductory Presentations and Follow-Up Workshops each count as one session)





Greg will bring an invoice payable to Greg Blount when the sessions are finished.











