Greg Blount's Workshop Evaluations

__                                   ______     __Centennial Senior Public_______                       ____________                                                  

General Comments Grade 6, 7 & 8 Centennial Senior Public School

"To say that Greg Blount is passionate about writing is an understatement. Greg is a magician who awakens the writing genius in all who listen to his highly interactive and engaging presentations. His unique approach to modeling the structure of writing by asking his audience to ‘pull’ the story out of him is akin to the awe of watching a rabbit being pulled from a hat. Audience members are totally enthralled as they learn that asking questions helps to create effective, believable, logical and meaningful stories; the kind of stories that you "feel in your gut". 

Undoubtedly, we will be better storywriters thanks to Greg’s ‘recipe’ in which he openly models the thinking that goes into creating a story; beginning with the basic ingredient - asking yourself the ‘what if’ question. He leaves us with the analogy that if Michelangelo could look at a block of marble and see a horse, so too can the art of effective questioning be the foundation for a written masterpiece."
_____________________           ________Agnes Taylor ______            ______________________

General Comments Grade 3 Agnes Taylor

The students and teachers really enjoyed their stories.  They are really excited about starting the stories they planned.  We really appreciated Greg's flexibility and professionalism.  He is a pleasure to work with!

Writing Intro Grade 3 Agnes Taylor

The group presentation was excellent.  The students loved the banana story.  The visual time line was a good way to reinforce concepts.

Writing Follow-up Grade 3 Agnes Taylor

The teachers were really pleased with the presentations.  We are anxious to see the effects on narrative organization.

_________________________________Mother Teresa____________________________________

General Comments Grade 3 Mother Teresa

Dynamic, fun, attention-grabbing presentation!

Writing Intro Grade 3 Mother Teresa

Story was engaging.  I liked how you explained how you came up with the idea for the dragon story.  It (hopefully) made students realize inspiration can come from "everyday" life.

Writing Follow-up Grade 3 Mother Teresa

Kids enjoyed coming up with their "what ifs".  It gets them asking questions to link their ideas together so they don't go off on irretraceable tangents.  Thanks for your enthusiasm and instructions.

________________________________Herb Campbell____________________________________
Writing Intro Grade 4 Herb Campbell School

Fabulous job!  I still have many questions for you.  You really motivated me.  A pivotal moment in teaching creative writing.

Writing Intro Grade 5 Herb Campbell School

Amazing workshop!  You not only motivated me but also the students.  I have just started a narrative unit so this has worked into my plans beautifully!

Writing Intro Grade 6 Herb Campbell School

Excellent workshop!  Your enthusiasm really motivated everyone.  The students liked hearing about Joey & Julia.  I can’t wait to incorporate the questioning strategies into my writing unit.  Thanks.

Writing follow-Up Workshop Grade 4 Herb Campbell School

Greg is a very charismatic speaker and my students were very passionate about creating stories during and following the workshop.  I learned a great deal about using questioning to plan stories and will continue to use this strategy with my class.

Writing follow-Up Workshop Grade 5 Herb Campbell School

This was perfect timing as we were just starting to write narratives.  It got the children all revved up with ideas.  They really enjoyed sharing their ideas amongst each other & couldn't wait to start.  I also learned a great way to motivate my students to write in the future

Writing follow-Up Workshop Grade 6 Herb Campbell School

Greg, you were fantabulous!  You motivated and inspired the students to write GREAT STORIES.  I really enjoyed the way you had the students question each other.  This really allowed them to "fine tune" their ideas  (  Thank you sooo very much for being a positive, encouraging, and inspiring guest in our class  (  Hope to see you again very soon  (
____________________________________Burnt Elm_____________________________________
General Comments on Writing Intro and Follow-ups Burnt Elm Public School

Growing up with three brothers, I can appreciate the challenge to have boys write a story – this workshop hooks boys in and demystifies the writing process – Hurray!!!

_____________________________Valley Park Middle School______________________________
General Comments Writing Intro grades 6,7&8 Valley Park Middle School

We’ve loved the workshops!  You really captured the kids!  Overall, response was a huge approval!  We would like you back next year!  

Great story you read!  Related well!  Good tips about using sub-conscious to help in writing.  Good breakdown of the parts of the story - used story well to discuss these parts.  The students liked the fact that you read a story you wrote.

____________________________David Leeder Middle School______________________________

General Comments on Storytelling Intro and Follow-up Workshops David Leeder Middle School

Wow!!  Both the students and teachers found the workshops thoroughly inspirational.  Students were actively interested throughout the workshop - a great way to begin a unit on storytelling.

We really enjoyed the story Greg told us.

He motivated the students to really want to tell a story in an unthreatening environment.

I was very impressed with the way Greg dealt with each student, especially our asperger children & the child that stuttered.

A great way to get students actively involved in a non-threatening way to tell stories using voice, gestures etc.

We can’t wait to have Greg back for workshops on short story writing.  

____________________________St Joseph School - Grimsby______________________________

General Comment on Writing Intros St Joseph School – Grimsby

Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the presentations.  You certainly kept all the groups fully engaged and interested.  The grade 4/5 teacher was very interested in you doing a full half day workshop with just her class.  We will definitely have you back for the second part.  Thanks very much.

Writing Intro Grades 1-3 St Joseph School – Grimsby

Excellent – all children fully involved.  Accents were great.  Loved how he encouraged the children.  One teacher gave you an A+

Writing Intro Grades 4, 5, 6 St Joseph School – Grimsby

Particularly enjoyed the “what if” element.  Liked how you encouraged the kids to participate.

Writing Intro Grades 7, 8 St Joseph School – Grimsby

Excellent.  Grade 7 teacher commented on how it fit in perfectly with what her group was doing & they discussed it on returning to class & 2 students produced stories the next day.
